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in the University of Kentucky survey, more than 1,000 students had been raped in an 
eight-month period, which is not an insignificant number.

There are several features of college and university environments that increase the 
risk of sexual victimization for students. Campus social life is one such risk factor, 
especially given that much of it includes alcohol use. Alcohol use, particularly heavy 
drinking and binge drinking, significantly increases both sexual assault victimization 
and perpetration (Dowdall, 2008; Messman-Moore, Ward, & Brown, 2009). Sorority 
membership is also related to sexual assault victimization risk, perhaps because soror-
ity members are more likely to attend parties, consume alcohol, and engage in other 
high-risk behaviors (Franklin, 2016; Minow & Einolf, 2009; Ullman & Najdowski, 
2011). At the same time, fraternity membership is related to sexual assault perpetra-
tion, not only because of the social life associated with fraternities, but also because of 
the rape-supportive hegemonic masculinity that typically characterizes fraternities 
(DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 2013). In fact, in studies of risk factors for rape perpetration, 
one of the most consistent findings is that rape-supportive attitudes, acceptance of 
violence against women, hostility toward women, and desire to be in control are 
strongly related to sexual aggression (Knight & Sims-Knight, 2011). Not unrelated to 
these attitudes and beliefs is pornography use, which has also been found to increase 
sexual assault perpetration and adherence to rape myths (DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 
2013; Knight & Sims-Knight, 2011).
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Figure 7.1 � Rate of Sexual Violence, per 1,000, by Levels of Disadvantage,  
All Females, All Ages, 1992–2012 NCVS*

*NCVS = National Crime Victimization Survey

SOURCE: Rennison, 2017. 


